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• Warra Progress and Heritage Society Inc. has existed in one form or another for more than 100 
years.   

• Please check our website for more information:  www.whereswarra.com.au  
 

Historic Timeline: 
 

• 4 Oct 1844 - Leichhardt and his exploration party camped along Cooranga Creek.  

• 1 Aug 1848 - New South Wales Government Gazette, acknowledgement that Henry Dennis had 
acquired land he called “Cobble Cobble” for Clark Irving. 

• 1851 to 1860 - Annual visits to Warra district recorded by Reverend Glennie.                                                                            

• 26 Jun 1873 – Mary J. Range wrote to the Editor of the Dalby Herald to thank those who assisted 
her during the recent floods at Warra. 

• 5 Jul 1873 – The Queenslander newspaper reports that some lives have been lost at Campbell’s 
Camp and property swept away by floodwaters. 

• 10 Sep 1877 – Official opening of the Queensland Railway Western Line extension at Warra.  

• 27 Nov 1877 – Richard Best issued a notice of intention to apply for a Liquor License (Dalby 
Herald and Western Queensland Advertiser, 8 Dec 1877).  

• 23 April 1878 – Publican’s Country License was granted to Richd. Best, Rising Sun Hotel, Cooranga 
Creek. 

• 12 Apr 1881 – At 9:30am Warra Provisional School commenced in a small shed constructed 
under the railway water tank used for steam trains. 

• 7 Mar 1882 – Honourable Secretary Treasurer of Warra Jockey Club, Richard Best, as noted in the 
Dalby Herald of 4 Feb 1882. 

• 5 Oct 1888 – A grand Ball was held to contribute funds toward construction by Francis Hogg of 
new school buildings at Warra on a five-acre site acquired by the Queensland Government. 

• 25 May 1891 – Warra Jockey Club race meeting. Entries, handicaps, April 29; weights, May 6; 
acceptances, May 18; general entry, May 23. 

• 24 May 1892 – Warra Jockey Club race meeting, with leading event Warra Handicap of 15 Sovs. 

• 24 May 1894 – Battalion won both the Trial Stakes and Farewell Handicap at the Warra Jockey 
Club. 

• 23 Jul 1898 - Nellie Pepper was murdered at Warra, her body discovered in the paddock behind 
Best’s Hotel.  

• 28 Jun 1901 - Three acres of Crown Land set aside as Warra Cemetery Reserve. 

• 1903 - Hon J. T. Bell as Qld Minister of Lands chose Warra district to instigate revolutionary 
reforms for settlement, business and industrial use of Crown Land. 

• 1903 to 1905 - Settlers arrived from Victoria and around Australia to take up farmland                                                                     
around Warra. Dairying, pig and crop raising became prominent. German settlers arrived. 

• 1905 – Land in the Inverai district made available for settlement by the Queensland Government 
at about 12/6 per acre.  

http://www.whereswarra.com.au/
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• 5 Aug 1905 – Opening of 68,037 acres of land on Logie Plains, of which 38,069 acres available to 

Victorian settlers. Agreement was made between Samuel Taylor and Lands Dept on 5 Feb 1906. 

• 6 Sep 1905 - Rising Sun Hotel license transferred from R. Best to C.F.T. Burghardt.                                 

• 1905 - Warra Tennis Club was formed.  

• 1906 – Thomas & Lillias Greaves built Victoria Bakery at Warra with Charlie Head from Brisbane 
as baker and pastrycook.  

• 9 Aug 1906 - Warra Turf Club held a successful race meeting.  

• 26 Feb 1907 – At 8:00pm All Saints’ Church of England dedicated by Archbishop of Brisbane Dr. 
Donaldson. Infants christened after dedication were Nance and Lyla Best and Dorothy Ada 
Greaves. 

• 27 Feb 1907 - First Marriage in All Saints’ Church Warra was Evelyn Ellen Williams to Francis 
Thomas O’Neill. 

• 10 Oct 1908 – Indigenous man Jerry Jerome from Warra was given permission to fight what 
would most likely have been the last match of his boxing career and afterwards was again taken 
into custody by police officers under the Aborigines Protection Act.  

• 25 Jul 1909 – Train derailment between Warra and Macalister. Two men killed. 

• 14 May 1910 – Assistant Government Geologist E. O. Marks reported “In a well at Warra, in 
portion 18v, parish of Thorn, the property of Mr. Burghardt, and also in a shaft some 400 yards 
distant, a quantity of coal was obtained for test purposes.” 

• 18 Jan 1910 – Opening of the Daiwan (later Haystack) one-teacher school approximately 8 miles 
north of Warra. 

• 1911 – Warra subway constructed as a safe pedestrian crossing beneath the Western Railway 
Line. 

• 1911 – Queensland National Bank opened at Warra. 

• 30 Mar 1913 – St Francis Xavier Catholic Church Warra was officially opened by Archbishop Duhig 
of Brisbane. 

• 12 Sep 1913 – St Thomas Presbyterian Church Warra held a social evening with Rev. James 
Macpherson McRae in attendance. 

• 4 Dec 1913 – Rising Sun Hotel licence transferred from C. F. T. Burghardt to Eliza Jane Burghardt 
(nee Best). 

• 21 Jan 1914 – Marriage vows celebrated at St Thomas Presbyterian Church Warra of Miss Ada 
Stewart and Mr. Wilfred Douglas McMahon. 

• 26 Aug 1914 – S. B. Gadd, A. H. Woods, S. E. Gay, H. J. Greaves, E. A. Adams, R. E. Gordon and R. 
E. Maben left Warra via the Western mail train to join the Australian Expeditionary Force at 
Enoggera. 

• 19 Dec 1914 – Smokeless Coal Syndicate Mine Manager Mr Charles Brown reported a splendid 

seam of coal was cut at 150ft. at the new Beryl Mine at Warra.  

• 1914 – Warra had three hotels, three butchers, three other stores, a sawmill and nearly 110 
selectors and graziers. 
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• 11 Dec 1915 – Leases and mine site of the Smokeless Coal Syndicate purchased by the 
Queensland Government (which included debt owed to Queensland Railway for building of 
railway line to that mine) and the first State-owned Coal Mine was established.  

• 13 Mar 1916 – Condamine River was in high flood with Cooranga Creek running a banker at 
Warra.  

• 1917 – Bank of New South Wales opened at Warra. 

• 24 May 1919 – Queensland’s first State Coal Mine at Warra shut down. 

• 22 Jun 1921 – All buildings in McKay Street Warra destroyed by fire during the night including 
the Empire Hall, Royal Hotel, J. Connell’s billiard-room and barber shop, W. Dobbie’s shop, 
Bank of N.S.W., offices of L. H. Symes, store of Messrs. Dingwall and McKay.  

• 1924 – The Warra branch of the Q.C.W.A. was formed in the home of Mrs Kate McDiarmid. 

• 16 Mar 1927 – Warra C.W.A. Rest Room officially opened by Mrs Farmer President QCWA 
Southern Div. 

• 10 November 1927 – Warra QCWA held an old Time and Jazz Ball at Warra. 

• 26 Apr 1928 – The Queenslander newspaper reported that Warra Warra station has been sold to 
Mr. Darcy Winten. 

• 14 Oct 1933 – The Warra Cricket Club commenced the season with married v singles, the single 
men winning by 43 runs.  

• 16 Mar 1939 – Low lying parts of Warra town flooded. A rowboat was used to ferry the cream 
and mail across the Condamine River.  

• 20 Oct 1940 - Vivian Grace O’Toole was murdered at Warra after a dance held that evening in 
Best’s Hall. 

• Feb 1942 – A record breaking flood occurred at Warra. 

• 28 Jun 1950 – Flood conditions experienced at Warra. All Warra impassable.  

• 1950s – A Bag Shed was built at the Warra Wheat Board site by local volunteer wheat farmers.  

• 1952 – Electricity was installed in Warra district.  

• 5 May 1956 – Official opening of the Warra Public Memorial Hall.  

• 4 Feb 1957 – A fire blazed in Robinson Street Warra. Best’s Hall owned by Vince Zernike and 
run as a picture theatre, Blue Bird café, New Zealand Loan, Estate Agency and National Bank 
buildings all burnt to the ground during the night.  

• 14 Mar 1959 – Warra Q.C.W.A. new Rest Room opened. 

• 7 Mar 1970 – New school building officially opened at Warra State School.  

• 1970s – Broad acre farming using mechanized equipment becomes commonplace. 

• 15 Apr 1977 – Warra Catholic Ladies Club was registered as an approved association under the 
Art Unions and Amusements Act 1976. 

• 14 Dec 1980 – St Xavier’s Catholic Church Warra was destroyed in a thunderstorm.  

• 1981 – Warra township flooded. Warra School Centenary celebrations deferred. 

• 11 Apr 1981 – Warra State School Centenary celebrations with 1000 people in attendance.  

• 1988 – Picnic table and shelter shed built at Warra Park.  

• 1989 – BBQ built in Warra Park using bricks from former Warra Bakery oven.  
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• Jun 1999 – Warra railway station building moved to Warra Park.  

• 12 Aug 2000 – Landcare trees planted at the Eastern entrance to Warra to mark the new 
millennium.  

• 12 Aug 2000 – Olympian Dixie Willis Ingram was an honoured guest for the Warra Olympic 
Celebration Ball at the Warra Public Memorial Hall. 

• Oct 2000 – Heritage tractor restored by local volunteers was placed on land in Warra Park 
donated by Arthur Squire.  

• Aug 2001 – Centenary of Federation gates installed at Warra Park. 

• 15 Sep 2002 – Warra Railway Subway restored and re-opened during celebrations of 125 years of 
Queensland Rail. 

• 01 Aug 2002 – Tag-a-long horse ride from Longreach to the Grand Parade People’s Day at 
Brisbane Exhibition Grounds… Overnight stay at Warra Race Club facilities. 

• 4 Mar 2004 – Warra Mine Silhouettes unveiled during Mining Expo at Warra.  

• 22 Sep 2004 – Leichhardt Campsite Memorial installed beside Cooranga Creek. 

• Aug 2005 – Centenary of Warra Tennis Club. 

• 5 Sep 2005 – Windmill donated by Clive Bidstrup family installed in Warra Park.  

• 7 Nov 2005 – Haystack school building arrived in Warra Park.  

• 25 Apr 2006 – Renovated and Updated Warra War Memorial Monument installed at the front of 
the Warra Public Memorial Hall.  

• 29 Apr 2006 – 125th year celebrations of the Warra State School were held.  

• 29 Apr 2006 – Historic Haystack School building opened by Queensland Governor Hon. Quentin 
Bryce in tribute to one teacher schools in the district. 

• 29 Apr 2006 – 50th Anniversary Ball was held at Warra Public Memorial Hall.  

• 30 Apr 2006 – Dedication of St Francis Xavier Catholic Church Memorial Bell Tower.  

• 8 Jul 2006 – Warra Race Club celebrated 100 years of racing.  

• Oct 2006 – New Warra Cemetery fence and gate installed. 

• 25 Mar 2007 – Centenary celebrations of All Saints’ Anglican Church Warra. 

• 20 Dec 2010 – Floodwaters closed all roads to Warra.  

• 29 Dec 2010 – Floodwaters inundated Warra township.   

• 31 Dec 2010 – New Year’s Eve dance at Warra was cancelled due to flooding.  

• 12 Jan 2011 – Floodwaters again closed all roads to Warra.  

• Nov 2013 – Centenary of Federation gates stolen from Warra Park.  

• 2013 – Warra Cemetery Columbarium installed.  

• 2014 – Centenary of Federation gates replaced at Warra Park.  

• 30 Apr 2016 – 60th Anniversary Ball was held at Warra Public Memorial Hall.  

• 2019 – Severe drought conditions persisted throughout district.  

• 10 Apr 2019 – Warra C.W.A. rooms sold to private occupant.  

• 16 Jan 2020 – Much-needed rainfall provided respite from the prolonged drought.  

• 12 Feb 2020 – Floodwaters spilled onto Warrego Highway Bridge at Warra.  

• 29 Feb 2020 – Country Music star Fanny Lumsden in concert at Warra Public Memorial Hall. 
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• 19 Mar 2020 – COVID-19 began affecting our community. The Queensland government put out a 
Stay-at-Home order. All local gatherings and meetings cancelled. 

• 7 May 2020 – Warra Progress and Heritage Society Inc. held meetings using Zoom. 

• 21 Feb 2021 – Repairs and painting to the exterior of the Haystack School building completed. 

• 20 Mar 2021 - Website whereswarra.com.au went live. 

• 15 Jul 2021 – Significance Assessment report compiled by Dr Tony Brady, Historian. 

• 21 Jul 2021 – Warra Mine Site information boards completed at Kerrs Road Warra. 

• 26 Jul 2021 – Official Opening - FRRR Repair and Repaint Project - former Haystack School. The 
Hon. David Littleproud MP presided over the proceedings. 

• 5 Aug 2021 – Warra Progress and Heritage Society created a Facebook page. 

• 10 Jun 2022 – Where’s Warra bus tour in association with the Jandowae Timber Town Festival.  

• 12 Jun 2023 – Replacement of the roof on the historic Warra Railway Station building. 

• 9 Sep 2023 – Filming at Warra for SBS program Who Do You Think You Are? Wayne Blair. 

• 25 Sep 2023 – History of Agriculture display boards completed and installed in Warra Park. 

• 30 Jan 2024 – Floodwaters inundated the township of Warra. 

• 9 Mar 2024 – Warra QCWA branch celebrated 100 years at the Warra Public Memorial Hall. 

• 2 Jul 2024 – The Warra Hotel changed ownership. New owners Denis and Leah Wall. 

• 30 May 2025 – Comedian Shane Jacobsen performed in Not Just for Laughs 9 at Warra Public 
Memorial Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the last 120 years plus, major flooding has occurred in Warra and surrounds at least a dozen 
times and possibly more – the Cooranga Creek and the Jandowae Creek join up on the northern side 
of the Tennis Courts and travel on to join the Condamine River some 10 kilometres downstream.   
 

And equally, drought conditions have occurred many times over those more than 120 years resulting 
in very tough times and lots of heartache for not only our early white pioneers and farming families 
but also the residents of our town. 
 

Another point of interest is the fires! Two very large fires destroyed many buildings but also several 
other houses and buildings have burnt down in separate incidents over the years. 
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Warra Mine Site 
 
Early in the twentieth century, deposits of good quality coal were discovered around Warra - ideal for 
use in railway locomotives. Mining commenced in 1914 by the Smokeless Coal Syndicate.  This 
coincided with the commencement of World War I when steam-driven trains were in great demand 
to travel troops on their way to the ports in the East. 
The State Government bought the mine in 1915 making Warra the site of the very first State-Owned 
and Operated Coal Mine in Queensland.  It was full steam ahead for the mining industry and the future 
of the little town seemed assured.  But the State Coal Mine at Warra experienced problems from the 
outset, with the initial mine shaft abandoned due to flooding; industrial unrest, (a difficult issue at the 
time) and poor management were considered a major hindrance to success. The mine shafts were 
sealed permanently in 1919. An information kiosk on Kerrs Road tells the story and the old mine 
entrance is marked by a silhouette structure. 
 
 
Bell Tower 
 
Approaching Warra from the west, you will notice the Memorial Bell Tower. This sits just west of the 
township.  A commemorative tower showcasing the original bell and crosses from the Saint Francis 
Xavier Catholic Church takes pride of place where the lovely little church once stood. The Church was 
dedicated in 1913.  
In later years the parishioners used to tell of hearing the boards creak on a windy day. It was on one 
such windy day in December 1980 that a wild storm was seen to lift the church up from its stumps and 
then drop it back in place, resulting in total collapse. Thank goodness there was no one in the church 
at the time! 
 
 
Warra Subway 
 
At the turn of the century, we’re talking the early 1900s, Warra was bustling with business houses, 
mine infrastructure, railway workers, farmers and families. In about 1911 a pedestrian subway 
underpass was built to transport people and goods safely from one side of the railway line to the other 
side. 
We almost lost this rare piece of railway history, thankfully a quick-thinking publican garnered support 
from a State Member, and the subway was repaired and remains a reminder of those heady 
pioneering days. 
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Warra Hotel 
 
Originally established by Richard Best in 1878. The current hotel was built by Theo and Eliza Burghardt 
(nee Best) into the two-storey building evident today. This grand hotel is a classic example of 
architecture commonly known as the “Queenslander”.  
 

One street back from the main highway, “The Warra” takes pride of place, not only surviving but 
thriving through two world wars. Originally it was named the Rising Sun hotel in deference to the 
badge worn by soldiers of the Australian Imperial Force on the upturned side of their slouch hats. 
 

True country hospitality and an authentic experience awaits you here.  Please check at the hotel for 
opening times as they are subject to change. It’s worth timing your visit to enjoy a cool drink on the 
verandah and yarn with the locals before checking out the photo montage of early Warra on the walls 
in the main bar. 
 
 
Richard Best Memorial Park and Rest Area 
 
Described as “unduly lavish” in 1877 when the Warra Railway Station was opened, the restored former 
Warra Railway Station building has been relocated to Richard Best Memorial Park on the Warrego 
Highway in Warra. The building now houses Exhibition Rooms, a Storeroom and the Warra Progress 
and Heritage Society office. 
 

The park is also home to the old Warra Jail, Homebush Windmill, Heritage Tractor, the historic 
Haystack School building as well as an antique Petrol Bowser, the Warra Railway Gates and old ploughs 
and other memorabilia in what we now call the Warra Heritage Precinct.   
Public toilets are located at the rear of the Railway Station building.  There is an overnight rest area 
with 48hr maximum stay with a donation of $5 per night appreciated.  
 
 

 
Warra Memorial Hall 
 
The community of Warra wanted to build a hall in honour of the local men and women who served 
our country.  After ten years of fundraising, and with the help of skilled locals, using only hand tools, 
and applying the secret nail method of laying the dance floor, the Warra Memorial Hall was officially 
opened on Saturday 5th May 1956.  It is home to the Warra Remembers exhibit.  
 

There are many memories of dances held in this hall, from the Anniversary Ball to the New Year’s Eve 
dance and many in between. Needless to say.. many a romance blossomed at the dances held here! 
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Haystack School 1910-1968 
 
When white pioneers settled the land in the Haystack area around 1907/08, they successfully 
established a new community and set about getting a school. In those early days, in small rural 
communities, the school became the focal point of the community; and so this was the case for the 
Haystack district, situated approximately 8 miles north of Warra. In those days there were no formed 
roads anywhere and black soil tracks made sure travel was quite difficult. 
 
The Daiwan School was finally opened on 18 January 1910 with 18 pupils; the name was changed to 
Haystack in 1924.  The building was moved in 1930 to a site on Haystack Road which was deemed to 
be more central to the homes of all students. There was a horse paddock for students to secure their 
horses in after the ride to school. However, in later years, the horses made way for bikes. 
 
Over 58 years, the school had 35 teachers. Most were single and were expected to board with a local 
family; possibly somewhat daunting for someone from the city.  Some stayed for several years, others 
just 6 months and the odd one, for just a month or two. Imagine the culture shock, even in those days: 
1 schoolroom, 1 teacher, up to 7 different classes to be taught, no teacher aides, no computers, very 
few resources in a small, isolated rural community. 
 
In the early days, the school building was used on a regular basis for dances and other social events. 
Special school days to be looked forward to were Arbor Day, Wattle Day and of course Break Up Day 
when, in later years, each student received mail order books to a certain value; a bag of special stone 
fruits from the Granite Belt, and the exciting ice creams which arrived at the Warra Railway Station 
the day before in the big green “dry ice” bag which kept them frozen; all provided by the P & C.  How 
exciting! 
 
The Haystack Tennis Club operated from the Tennis Courts and when the school closed at the end of 
1968, the school building was then used for many years as a clubhouse until the demise of the tennis 
club.  The building fell into disrepair until a group of former pupils and supporters raised funds for its 
restoration and with the help of generous donations, they moved the building to where it now stands 
in the Richard Best Memorial Park in Warra and restored it to its former glory. The site on Haystack 
Road, just over the Jinghi Jinghi Creek, has a Name Marker and the old school gate is still there.  
 
This school building is an example of a provisional school early in the 20th century.  It is representative 
of the 12 one-teacher schools once dotted around the area and it serves to provide an insight into the 
ideology of free, compulsory and secular education in rural settings under the Education Action 1875. 
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Leichhardt Memorial 
 
The Leichhardt monument was created in the form of a campfire to celebrate the accomplished 
explorer Ludwig Leichhardt. Leichhardt and his party camped near the Cooranga Creek at Warra, and 
we know this because Leichhardt kept a detailed diary, making a note of the Latitude and Longitude 
of his overnight camps.  
 
And because we have this information, we know that the actual campsite is located on the opposite 
bank of the creek. We also know that the Leichhardt exploration party camped here on Friday 4th 
October 1844, as they made their way through Warra en route to Port Essington in 1844. An epic trek 
which took more than twelve months to complete. 
 
The decision was made to install the memorial in this location as it is more accessible to the many 
visitors who follow the story of Leichhardt and his explorations. 
 
 
All Saints’ Anglican Church 
 
The beautiful little church of All Saints’ Warra is the oldest dedicated church building in the Western 
Downs Region.  Mrs Marion Adams walked the Warra district collecting donations to enable All Saints’ 
Church of England to be built. Imagine her joy when, despite threatening weather, All Saints’ was 
dedicated by the Most Reverend Dr Donaldson, Archbishop of Brisbane, at 8:00pm on Tuesday 26th 
February 1907.  
 

At the completion of the dedication service, Nance and Lyla Best, infant daughters of Mr & Mrs 
Richard Best Jnr were christened.  On the next morning, Wednesday 27th February 1907, Rector 
W.P. Glover celebrated All Saints’ first marriage when Miss Evelyn Williams wed Mr Francis Thomas 
O’Neill. 
 

It is to be noted that All Saints’ was ‘brought into requisition’ fully a month before its completion 
when mourners filled the church for the funeral service of the 24-year-old Benjamin Best, on 2nd 
February 1907.  
 

All Saints’ has hosted many events of special relevance to the Warra District such as the Golden Jubilee 
Celebrations of All Saints’ held on 3rd March 1957 and the Centenary of the Dedication of All Saints’, 
celebrated on Sunday 25th March 2007 when the Most Reverend Dr Phillip Aspinall, Archbishop of 
Brisbane, officiated.  
  
In this, the twenty-first century, All Saints’ continues to play an important role in the lives of people 
associated with Warra; parishioners and community members continue to attend marriages, funerals, 
baptisms and community church services held in All Saints’.  Surely this would have made Mrs Adams 
and those early 20th Century Warra visionaries feel justifiably proud. 
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Warra Race Club 
 
Country race days are filled with great colour and a friendly welcoming atmosphere that is 
synonymous with regional events.  It's the one day in the year that our sleepy little town comes alive 
with the excitement of country racing action. There are newspaper reports of horse races held at 
Warra as early as 1891. 
 

The club recently discovered a connection to the “race that stops a nation”.  A local born and bred 
gelding named “Battalion” won both the Trial Stakes and the Farewell Handicap at Warra on Thursday 
24th May in 1894 on Queen Victoria’s birthday holiday.   
 

His form was exceptional and the next three and a half years saw many successful thoroughbred racing 
wins… so much so, that Battalion was touted as the favourite for the 37th Melbourne Cup in November 
1897, carrying top weight of 9 stone 4 pound.  Battalion placed 8th in the field of 30 horses, it just 
wasn’t his day!  Even so, the club still recognizes and celebrates his amazing career achievements.  
 

Today the Warra Race Club hosts an annual race day in August.  Please check our website 
www.whereswarra.com.au for details of the next meet. 
 
 
 

Warra Weir 
 

The Warra Weir is located about 12kms out of Warra, further on from the Warra racecourse.  Keen 
anglers may be rewarded with a catch of Yellowbelly or Murray Cod from the banks of the Condamine 
River accessible from the Warra Weir.  It’s only suitable for 4WD vehicles and wet weather makes it 
impassable at times. 
 

Bird watchers, or birders, as they mostly prefer to be called, will be excited to witness the many 
species of grass birds near the Warra Weir, which is located on the Western Downs Birding Trail. 
 
 
Warra Cemetery: 
 

The Warra Cemetery was established in June 1901 when 3 acres of land was set aside by the 
government of the day for a reserve. Trustees from the local area were elected to manage the 
cemetery reserve, and this tradition continues today. 
There are around about 250 persons interred at Warra Cemetery. Their lives, whether short or long, 
played an integral role in the history of this town and district. Some of the graves have elaborate 
headstones, other gravestones are less ornate, and sadly many graves remain unmarked. 
 
 

http://www.whereswarra.com.au/
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First Burial: 
 

Mrs Jane Alexander was born Jean Smith Alexander in the village of Forth, Scotland in 1836. She 
married at the age of 21 and set off with her husband aboard the ship “Alfred” for a new life, their 
first child being born at sea before their arrival at Moreton Bay.  In all, the Alexanders had 10 children. 
Jane was only 66 when she died, and probably not so surprising that she died intestate (without a 
Will). It is believed that Mrs Alexander was the first burial at Warra Cemetery in October 1902.  
 

 

Commonwealth War Grave: 
 

Private Philip Morton HALL was a country lad who enlisted in September 1914.  He would have been 
excited about the adventure ahead when he boarded HMAT Borda at Melbourne, bound for the 
Gallipoli peninsula with the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade. 
 

On 19 July 1915 at Cape Helles, Philip Hall suffered shrapnel wounds to the head, back and lung. He 
was accidentally run over by a French guncarriage whilst lying wounded, leaving him with leg injuries 
as well. Philip Hall was treated in the hospital at Mena, Egypt before returning to Australia. 
Private Hall was given furlough and permitted to travel to Warra. Whilst on a visit to friends on the 
Tara line, he shot himself and died on 20 October 1915. There is reasonable evidence that Philip Hall’s 
time at the front deeply affected his thoughts. Some reports state that he had a disappointment in 
love and this culminated in his suicide. 
 

His mother Martha Walker was living in Victoria and had to rely on the generosity of friends to bury 
her son at Warra cemetery.  Mrs Walker wrote letters to the Department of Defence for a refund of 
the funeral costs, and to ask whether a headstone would be erected to honour her son’s service. 
Mrs Walker’s persistence resulted in changes to Military Orders regarding burials and gravestones 
with members of the Australian Imperial Force dying in Australia treated similarly to members of the 
Commonwealth Military Forces who died overseas. This was truly a watershed moment for our 
returned service personnel and their families. 
 

Philip Hall’s grave was completed in 1923 with a full cement cover and a white quartz headstone. This 
is the only officially registered Commonwealth War Grave at Warra Cemetery. 
 
Pioneering Family: 
 

You may have noticed the name Richard Best mentioned a few times.  The Best family is what is 
considered a pioneering family in these parts. Richard Best Snr was born in County Tyrone, Northern 
Ireland, where he married Catherine Moffatt in 1861. They arrived in Warra about 1878 just after the 
western railway line had been built. The Bests were at the forefront of the development of this area.  
Richard built a General Store, and then built the Rising Sun Hotel, due to being granted a Retail Spirit 
Dealers Licence from the Queensland Treasury. They had a family of 10 children. Richard and 
Catherine Best and nine of their children are buried at Warra along with many of their extended 
families.  
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Trumpeters Corner: 
 
Located just 20kms from Warra and 3 kilometres off the main road to Jandowae (along Jeitz’s Road) 
is Trumpeters Corner.  Trumpeters is a place of reflection on what so many gave for us during several 
wars; a place with a deep sense of peace. This is a very special place for many members of our wider 
community – a special place of remembrance. 
 

The breeze gently brushes the leaves of the giant box trees and magpies have a conversation and the 
“Silence”. Thoughts of so many sacrifices made to ensure that future generations could live a life of 
freedom. 
 

Perhaps an unconventional memorial but a fitting one for a community in rural Queensland.  A place 
that remembers men and women who served their country but also remembers that band of 
discharged soldiers who “drew a block” in a Land Ballot following World War II.  Most tried dairying 
or other farming pursuits; many had little or no farming experience.  Some succeeded and many failed. 
 

The “Trumpeters” were a group of 21 soldier settlers who took up a government offer to work the 
land between Warra and Jandowae after World War II. The story goes something like this:  
 

The “Trumpeters” got their name from Jandowae barman, Mick Brazier. Soldier settlers who drew 
blocks in the land ballots after World War II would meet in his pub in Jandowae, tell their yarns and 
“blow their own trumpets”.  Legend has it that Mick was in the habit of taking out an old trumpet he 
kept under the bar and blowing on it to silence the “trumpeters” when their gatherings got too rowdy. 
 

Mick greatly admired the soldiers and in 1950 put up a sign at the corner of the blocks drawn by two 
local larrikins, Bill Johnson and Wally Underwood.  He thus named the site “Trumpeters Corner”.   The 
sign featured an old trumpet and the initials of the 21 settlers from the area; this sign is still at that 
site. Trumpeters Corner is now the final resting place for the ashes of Wally Underwood, the last 
Trumpeter who died at the age of 100. 
 

There is also a memorial walk with information about The Little Soldier, Sister O’Neill, and other 
wartime servicemen. 
 

May future generations appreciate and observe the significance of this special place. It is a unique 
memorial; could you find another “Trumpeters Corner” in Queensland or perhaps Australia?  Not only 
a memorial to returned servicemen and women but a celebration of a “larrikinism” that is uniquely 
Australian. 
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This document was compiled by Coral Brownhall and Anne Wunsch with assistance from some 

former and present-day members of the Warra community  …   updated 3rd June 2025. 


