THE ORIGINS of WARRA PARK
RICHARD BEST MEMORIAL PARK

Warra Park today covers one block of land in the middle of Warra township, bordered by
Talbot Street on the North, Thorn Street to the South, Robinson Street on the East and Lytton

Street along the Western side.

But Warra Park began as one Warra town allotment, in the middle of the park area of
today and the idea of establishing a park there was the concept of one person only, and
that person was Mrs Marie Poulton, nee Best, the owner of that single allotment of
land, which her father had given her.

Mrs Marie Poulton‘.zc
Marie was the youngest child of Mr and Mrs Richard Best (Jnr). She grew up at Warra and
married her childhood sweetheart, Mr Charley Poulton. Marie had long intended to have a

park established on her block of land, that honoured the contribution made by her father to
the development of the Warra district, but she had not communicated that idea to anyone.....

It was during the first Warra Reunion held in the Warra township, on Sunday 18th
September 1966, that Marie Poulton first made known her idea for the establishment of
a Richard Best Memorial Park ...... and this is how that happened......
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Warra residents old and new had enjoyed many reunions in Brisbane over the years. Daisy
O’Neil, May Maurer, Anna Kuhl and Frank Francis organised these get-togethers.
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When Toowoomba was decided upon for convenience and a change of venue, the Warra
Reunion organisers were Anna Kuhl and Frank Francis. Photos exist of these happy
occasions.
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Eventually and for the first time, Anna Kuhl and Dorrie Marsden, with the assistance of a
committee, organised a Warra Reunion that was to be held in the Warra township.

Sunday 18" September 1966 was the date set for the event that started on Saturday 17
September 1966 at 5:00 p.m. with a shared meal provided by the Warra Hall Committee, in
the Warra Memorial Hall. Entertainment was provided by willing attendees through taped
music or it was provided impromptu on piano and accordion. Warra locals met up with old
and new residents as well as friends and, after the enjoyably informal “meeting and
greeting”, everyone went home with their billets and guests, as had been organised by Dorrie
Marsden’s accommodation committee.

Warra Reunion Day, Sunday 18" September 1966, started at 9:00a.m. with church services
held in Warra’s two churches and the Warra QCWA Rooms.

A

The Warra Reunion Luncheon was organised to be enjoyed in the Warra Memorial Hall,
starting at noon.
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It was when the 9:00am Anglican service in All Saints’ had ended on the Sunday morning of
18" September 1966, that Marie Poulton attended to the church linen (just as her mother and
grandmother had done before her). The congregation was chatting happily outside All
Saints’ and | had just finished putting away the hymn books and kneelers, etc. Marie caught
up with me and said, “Lyn. I want you to do something for me.” We had both reached All
Saints’ front porch by the time Marie had finished telling me that she wanted me to establish
a park on her land at Warra in memory of her late father, Richard Best (Jnr).... Marie told
me that she and Charley were about to retire to Toowoomba but, before that, she planned to
visit Wambo Shire Council to make her intentions for her block of land known to council. 1
told Marie that I didn’t really know where to start with establishing a park, but | promised |
would do my best to help with the idea.

Neville was waiting in the car with our two young children by this time. When | told Neville
of Marie’s plans, there was no comment and nothing more was said about the park idea until
I caught up with Mary Deutscher in the Warra Memorial Hall when we were both helping
with the luncheon.

Mary made no comment either when I told her of Marie’s idea, but she did listen intently
before busily continuing with what we were both doing at that time...serving lunches. By the
time | saw Mary again, everyone was leaving for home.

Mary was a remarkably organised person, so | should not have been so absolutely astonished
when Mary showed me, at the end of that busy day, the list of people who had given her
money for a family tree to be planted in the Richard Best Memorial Park! On the reverse side
of that piece of paper, Mary had drawn a mud map of where those trees would be planted in
the park!
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Mary had organized to take Marie Poulton to meet with the WWambo Shire Council in Dalby,
as Marie did not drive. It was Mary’s intention to ask Council to install town water to
Marie’s allotment during this council visit - as trees could not grow well without regular
watering.... Mary had also decided that, as we would need a committee and a name, she
would check up with members of the Warra Progress Association who were at the reunion,
to see what they thought of the idea of establishing a park at Warra.....

As Mary found out, the Warra Progress Association members at the Warra Reunion that day
were very happy to hand over to her the title and all responsibilities regarding their
organisation....... I Mary had also received their agreement for her to be Secretary/Treasurer
of the Warra Progress Association and for me to be President!!!! | was astonished!!! | would
be “all right,” according to Mary, with her help....and, that is how the Richard Best
Memorial Park began............

That plan Mary Deutscher drew up for the park, along with the names of the tree donors
acquired on Sunday 18" September 1966, has been kept as an archive.

Photos taken by Neville Taylor that day, 18th September 1966, from Warra Hotel side steps,
show the number of cars parked outside Warra Hall for that 1966 Warra Reunion. Those
photos also show how much rubbish existed on Marie Poulton’s allotment at that

|
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So, firstly, the site had to be cleared of rubbish..... Mary organised the working bee and has
listed the names of some of the attendees on her “mud map” of the park; photos of the people
and machines at the clean-ups were taken by Lyn Taylor.

Before the site could be fully cleared and levelled, however, Mrs Purves, owner of the Talbot
and Robinson Street corner block, had to be approached with the hope that she would donate
her corner allotment for the park. Upon meeting with Mrs Purves, Lyn Taylor and Reg
Francis discovered that Mrs Purves would not sell or donate her allotment but she was very
supportive of the clearing and levelling of it being done by the trusty group of Warra
volunteers! A similar situation existed with regard to the sites of the former Warra Motors,
Best’s Butcher Shop and the Warra Bakery at that time.
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Wambo Shire Council installed only one town water tap in the centre of Marie Poulton’s
block, despite all of Mary Deutscher’s pleas for more. Mary bought all the promised trees
and planted them with the assistance of Lorraine and Kevin Body and Neville Taylor.
Whenever hoses were left trickling, they were stolen....so Neville Taylor halved a 44gallon
drum, painted it white and installed a lock ....for hoses and timers to last a little
longer....Trees died when planted where brine from the butcher shop or ash from the bakery
oven affected the soil....... but never to be deterred, Mary replaced and replanted more
suitable trees. Consequently, it was ten years before the Richard Best Memorial Park
was ready to be Officially Opened on 12th September 1976. This was the second Warra

Reunion held at Warra.

As President of Warra Progress Association, | was Chairman of proceedings that day, which
commenced with Mr Percy Smith transporting Councillor Daryl Donald and Mr Dobbie
(Jack) Best to the Richard Best Memorial Park site by horse drawn sulky.
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Marie and Charlie Poulton were living in Toowoomba by then so Mr Dobbie Best,
representing his sister Mrs Marie Poulton, “handed over” to Wambo Shire Council
representative, Councillor Daryl Donald, the Richard Best Memorial Park at Warra. Dobbie
planted a tree in the park beside the name board, in memory of Mr Richard Best Jnr.

Cr Donald also planted a tree in the park, as Council representative. Neville Taylor had
made, donated and erected the Richard Best Memorial Park name board that was unveiled
that day and Mary Deutscher had bought, prepared and donated the trees planted for the Best
family and Wambo Shire Council.

Mary, over those ten years, had not only watered and cared for all of the trees growing in the
Richard Best Memorial Park, she had also collated an incredible collection of photographs
from Warra former residents and locals. Today, that collection is on microfiche and available
to copy through John Oxley Library, Brisbane and the development of the park into the full
block of land that it is today is well documented through minute books, newspaper accounts,
realia, plaques, writings, booklets, documents, drawings, diagrams, maps and photographs....
thanks to the work of a great band of willing workers over the past 58 years.
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