Warra Progress and Heritage Society Inc. President’s Report — year ending 28 February 2025

Our Society serves the community of Warra by preserving its history and heritage; and by endorsing
projects that improve and progress this town and district. We work collaboratively with the Western
Downs Regional Council (WDRC) to achieve these aims and to promote local tourism opportunities.

One of the main outcomes from our endeavours is an increased community-connectedness.

This is key to funding not-for-profit organisations such as Warra Progress and Heritage Society Inc.
Our liaison with people related in some way to Warra, along with family history enquiries via email,
website visitors and Facebook updates have allowed us to connect with the wider community.

Private donations were received from Coral and Ken Brownhall $40 and Margaret Hayward $100.
Thank you so much for your generosity.

Containers for Change boosted our financial reserves by $107-35. Thank you to everyone who took the
time to return 10c containers using our Scheme ID: C102 75 809.

Our group received a rebate to cover the cost of Liability Insurance for $849-66 from WDRC.

Donations from the travellers using the park facilities to camp overnight were also a welcome addition
of $1,184-50 to our bank account.

In May 2024 our Society hosted a very successful Cancer Council Biggest Morning Tea raising funds
and awareness. It was held at the historic railway station building in Richard Best Memorial Park where
about 20 people gathered. Memories of old Warra were recorded, and this conversation has since
been transcribed. In person donations were $261 and online donations at $173-25 totalled $434-25.

The five-year strategic plan 2020-2025 is coming to an end and members have put forward ideas and
objectives for the new term. Funding options were discussed regarding a playground for the Warra
community; the collective committee decision was that this project should be a Council initiative.

We have been fortunate to have the use of the facilities of the Warra Tennis Clubhouse for our
meetings throughout the year paying forward $140 to the Tennis Club committee.

It is important to recognize the valuable assistance from the Western Downs Regional Council.
Richard Best Memorial Park is our central space, and we appreciate the work involved in keeping it
maintained and manicured. This respectful relationship with Council is essential to our success.

During the last twelve-month period our members have worked together with WDRC staff to draft a
Tenure Agreement highlighting uses and responsibilities associated with Richard Best Memorial Park.
This document is in the final stages of development.

Secretary Loris Thomas and Treasurer Magdalene Gray have done an exceptional job in their very
challenging roles. They are the engine room operators for our Society which succeeds because of
their dedication. Thank you to both these very capable women.

The membership during the financial year to 28 February 2025 was the strongest seen to date with a
total of 30 fully paid members. This is a great indication of the importance of the work being done by
Warra Progress and Heritage Society Inc.

Our members all endeavour to assist according to their individual talents and skills, which as a group
we can indeed feel proud and grateful. | extend my heartfelt appreciation and thanks to every person
that does whatever they can to advance the liveability in our community.

Anne Wunsch, President (2024/2025)



