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A HISTORY OF
WARRA STATE SCHOOL

“On April 12, 1881, a Provisional School was opened in
Warra, with an average attendance of 17 pupils. The head
teacher was Morley William Cutlack. The Cooranga Creek
was found to be suitable for locomotives, and a dam was built
from which water was pumped to a square iron water tank
near the spot that was later to be the site of the first school
in Warra - The old Tank House building in the Railway yards.
With the opening of the school, the small town of Warra had
taken a major step towards becoming an important centre of
development on the Western Darling Downs.

Forty years had passed since Henry Dennis had come to
the Downs on his search for land for Richard Walter Scougall
and his associates. Dennis may well have been the first white
man to explore the Warra district.

It is probable that he chose the land around what is now
Warra station for his friend Clark Irving, who originally named
it “Cobble Cobble” after the tribe of the district.

The words are also said to mean “water”. An entry in
the New South Wales Government Gazette of August 1, 1848,
listing the claims to leases of crown lands “beyond the settled
districts” in the area known as the Darling Downs, suggests
that Henry Dennis had acquired Cobble Cobble some time
before he was tragically lost at sea in a ship wreck in the
South Passage of Moreton Bay. The lease then passed to
Colin McKenzie, who later in the 1850’s sold it to Henry

Thorm. Itwas during this time that the district became known
as Warra Warra and then later Warra.

Two decisions by the Queensland parliament, one to
extend the Western railway line and the other the Education
Act of 1875, put an end to a period of stagnation for the Warra
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district. Although it was not until a decade after the
completion of the railway line that extensive selection of land
took place, the coming of the railway created the conditions,
which led to the establishment of the school in 1881.

Work on the railway started on 13" May 1876. It is most
probable that the town of Warra had its beginning at some
time between that date and the opening of the railway to
Warra on 10 September 1877, as by the time the line reached
Warra, the settlement consisted of two hotels and a store,
but no school.

Encouraged by the opening of the railway, Richard Best,
who had come to the Warra district in 1875 to build a bark
shack that would become its first hotel, post office, and store,
to cater for the railway construction workers, probably became
Warra’s first “selector”. With subsequent surveys being
carried out during the 1880’s, families of railway employees,
those living on new farms, the growing numbers of
townspeople and the employees of Warra Station, there were
sufficient numbers of children living permanently in the Warra
district to allow for the establishment of a school.

A proclamation gazetted on 24" December 1887 stated
that an area of five acres had been set aside as a reserve for
a State School at Warra, and on 21st January 1889, the Warra
State School was opened, with an average attendance of 39
pupils. The head teacher, Mr John Clish, was assisted by
Annie Marie Clish.

One of the most exciting changes for the Warra District
was opening up of new lands for selection. Despite some
breaking up of land for farming, the principal industry in the
Warra district up to the turn of the century had been grazing,
but the terrible drought of 1902 ruined many of the graziers
and forced some to abandon or relinquish some of their
holdings for breaking up for closer settlement. Cattle stations
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such as Warra Warra, Wyobie and Logie Plains were affected.

Large areas of Crown Land between Warra and Chinchilla
were also selected.

The architect of change in land use in the Western Downs
was the Honourable Joshua Bell, son of the famous Sir Joshua
Peter Bell, of Jimbour. As Minister for Lands in the Morgan
government of 1903, Bell began a programme of land reforms
that revolutionised population growth and industry in the
Western Downs. It was the Warra district he chose for his
first experiments. To settle the newly gained land, the Hon
JT Bell advertised its advantages around Australia, but
especially in Victoria where farmers, themselves suffering
from drought, were attracted by the promise of large amounts
of readily available land at cheap prices. Amongst the
newcomers to the district were a large number of Victorians
and German settlers.

The arrival of the Victorian and German families with
school children was of major significance to the Warra State
School. Struggling to maintain sufficient numbers to retain
its classification as a State School in 1903, the small school
soon began to suffer from overcrowding, Its future as a State
School was assured. With the infusion of new families to the
district, the town began to grow and prosper. With the
development of drought and rust-resistant varieties of wheat,
they made a success of grain growing, some also running sheep
and cattle on their small blocks. Others put dairy cattle on
their land and reared pigs as well. However, some of the
blocks were rendered less valuable by the amount of prickly
pear that infested them.

During this period, a number of improvements were
carried out to the school and residence. In 1905, a playshed
was erected and in the next three years long overdue
improvements were made to the teacher’s residence. In 1913
the school buildings were lined and the next year the pressing
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problem of the increasing enrolment forced additions to be
made to the school buildings. Average attendance at this
time was 65.5. The school was soon to experience its greatest
expansion and faces its severest overcrowding caused by a
growth never reached before 1914, and certainly never
achieved again after 1919 until the middle sixties.

The period between 1914 and 1919 is regarded by most
Warraites as its halcyon era. Source of the boom that marked
these years was the coal mine that opened just west of Warra
on the Warra-Chinchilla Road in response to the increased
need for good steaming coal for the railway, and later for the
increased shipping between Australia and England created
by the transport demands of World War 1.

As early as 1895, reports of coal were recorded in the
Warra area, but no development of the discoveries was
attempted. Later the Smokeless Coal Syndicate was formed
and managed by Mr Charles Brown. It was reported that
Warra coal was of the highest quality for locomotive purposes,
having good steam production and low ash content. The future
seemed assured for the small town and it expanded quickly
to meet the needs of the miners and their families. Homes
were built for the miners and their families near Cooranga
Creek near the old Labourers’ Camp in 1917, and there were
about 30 men employed at the mine. A further hotel, to bring
the total in Warra to three, shops and two billiard saloons
were opened for the men and a tea room was opened for their
wives and daughters. The new wealth encouraged the Bank
of New South Wales to open a branch, so the town had two
banks as the Queensland National Bank had opened a branch
there in 1911. These were the boom years for Warra and
prosperity was high.

Almost from its beginnings the colliery at Warra had
troubles. In 1915 the heavy influx of water from a fault
encountered south of the shaft and the consequent heaving
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of the floor caused the abandonment of that shaft. Although
other shafts were sunk, the syndicate ran into financial
difficulties. In September 1915 the leases were purchased
by the Government. The closing of the mine caused an
immediate exodus of miners and their families from the town.
The school was equally affected. By 1919, head teacher AH
Hughes, reported that the enrolment dropped from 129 to
88. While a number of miners stayed to take part in the
farming, as many as 10 families left Warra at that time.

In the years that followed World War 1, life was less
exuberant than in those heady days. School attendance
reflected the slow decline of the town and district. From an
average attendance of over 100 in 1918, the school population
dropped to an average of 20.8 in 1929, only marginally higher
than that of its opening year of 1881. The decline of the
population and that of the school were due mainly, of course,
to the closure of the mine, but two other factors, the opening
of other schools in surrounding districts and the effects of
the prickly pear menace, which was a major obstacle in the

way of full development of farming and grazing in the region,
also contributed.

While the 1920’s were a time of decline and struggle for
the school and district, it was also a time when a great
tradition was established. In the late 1920’s and early 1930’s,
Warra sporting teams competed with great credit in the local
competitions and the school teams took pride and inspiration
from the prowess of their parents in football, cricket, tennis,
basketball, swimming and other sports. Major focus of this
local pride was the rugby league team, which in the era
reached great heights. The ever-to-be-remembered Jackie
Hunt who was captain and fullback led the team. His exploits
are still the source of much pride amongst old-timers who
pass their stories on to the younger generation. Today, school
teams compete in a whole range of activities including
athletics, swimming, cricket, tennis, and softball. All are
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played with the same spirit as that of the “golden era” of
Warra sport. School committees who have supplied the
necessary equipment and financial and moral support that
has enriched the school life of Warra children have always
supported the children in their endeavours down through
the years.

In 1931, the school reached its lowest average attendance
ever, 17.5. Just as the district was rejoicing at the end of the
prickly pear scourge in the late 1920’s, it was struck by
another catastrophe. The great depression of the early 1930’s
increased the already steady stream of desertions of farming
blocks that had occurred in the 1920’s. However, those who
stayed on, and rode out the worst years of the depression
were rewarded in the recovery years of the late 1930’s, as
prosperity once again came to the district.

For some time, the school buildings and residence had
been less than salubrious for teachers and children alike. In
1924, the school committee secretary drew the attention of
the education authorities to the rundown nature of the school.
He also requested fly-screening to be installed. Fly screens
had been used in schools since 1910, but did not come to
Warra until the late 1920’s.

Conditions for the teachers were equally as bad. In 1934,
the bathroom at Warra school residence still consisted of a
room in which a bucket shower suspended from a crossbeam,
and also a shallow tub supposed to catch water, were the
only bathing facilities available. Water was brought in buckets
to the shower from the tank outside. The residence had
been condemned by the Works Department as early as 1938.
Nevertheless, despite the frequent entreaties of the school
committee and the head teacher, no action was taken by the
education authorities until 1938. In that year, an inspection
by the Director of Works produced immediate results.
Appalled by the conditions of the school, he ordered that a
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new school should be built as soon as possible and this was
done in 1988. The head teacher had to wait longer for the
renovations to his residence.

The gradual increase in average attendance that came
with economic recovery of the second half of the thirties was
arrested by the advent of World War 2. By 19438, the average
attendance was again as low as that of 1881, that is 20.1, but
as the war progressed the enrolment once again began to
rise.
The largest drop in attendance from 28.9 in 1942 to 20.1
in 1943 occurred after the most disastrous flood Warra had
seen up to that time. It was much more extensive and
destructive than the floods in 1981. Eric Gillies, Head
Teacher, in his report of February 27, 1942, to the education
authorities, gave a graphic and comprehensive report of the
flood. The school grounds, under premises and outbuildings

suffered severely. (The floods commenced on 8" February
1942)

When the declaration of the hostilities against Japan
brought the dangers of war close to all Australians, the people
of Warra, including the school children, once again showed
their deep patriotism by supporting the war effort. The
children dug the necessary trenches in the schoolyard to
provide protection for the children and teacher in case of an
attack. Air raid drills were practised.

The school children took an active part in the fund raising
of the Country Women’s Association and specially organised
and very strong Australian Comforts Fund branch that was
established at the beginning of the war. The children also
helped to pack the food and clothes parcels that were sent to
the service men and women who had left Warra. With all of

Australia, Warra breathed a sigh of relief when the war came
to an end.
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After the war, the district began once again to prosper
and expand as grain production, dairying and other
agricultural products were in great demand. Soldier
settlement schemes were instigated. Crown lands and large
properties were broken up into smaller acreages. New silos
were built and a firm foundation for economic success was
established. The attendance at Warra School rose quickly so
that by 1957 there were sufficient children enrolled for
another teacher to be appointed. For the first time in history,
Warra State School now had three teachers. The school
gradually expanded to the state where by 1963 it had an
average attendance that equalled the previous highest
attendance in Warra’s boom years.

In 1965, the Parents and Citizens’ Committee applied
to the Education Department for improvements to be made.
The then Minister for Education, Hon Jack Pizzey, was so
impressed with the representations of the Warra people, that
a promise was made to the local State Member, VB Sullivan,
that if the Warra people were patient a new school would be
built. That promise was honoured and a new school was
completed in time to be used on the first school day of 1970.
The new Minister for Education, the Hon Mr AR Fletcher
opened the new building before a large assemblage of Warra

people and visitors. It was a proud day for Warra State School
and the people of Warra.

With new closer settlement of the Western Downs, the
areas further west encouraged the State Government to
construct a good bitumen road, which linked Warra with the
larger cities of Dalby and Toowoomba. The result of this was

a decline in Warra’s population and therefore declining
numbers at the school.

In 1977 with a new policy introduced by the State
government, a pre-school centre was opened on the ground
floor of the Warra State School building.
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By 1981, parents, children, and teachers anticipated and
prepared for the celebrations to mark the school’s centenary,
but Warra and the school were dealt a terrible blow. On 7th
February and 8%, the town and district were flooded. The

flood level was said to be just less than a metre below the
1942 flood level.

Over the intervening years, the shape and size of the
school has changed often. A key to the development of the
school has been the continuing and unstinting contributions
of work and finance by the community of Warra and
surrounding districts.

The above “History of the Warra State School” has been
summarized from the book “Centenary 1881 - 1981 -~ Warra
State School,” printed in 1981 and compiled by John
Armstrong AED,MA, and the North Brisbane College of

Advanced Education Warra Centenary History Research
Group.

Now in 2001, the school has two teachers and classes
cover Pre-school to Grade 7. The average enrolment is 35
pupils.
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SOUPS, DIPS AND
ENTREES
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PUMPKIN SOUP -

Skin & cut up into small cubes half a medium sized Qld
Blue or Jacaranda pumpkin, and place in large cooking pot
on stove with 30 grams of butter, two tabs of sugar and two
onions diced. Sauté for approx. 10 minutes until onions are
soft and pumpkin is coated with butter.

Add approx. 6 cups of water, two packets of chicken
noodle soup, bring to the boil and cook until pumpkin
is soft.

Allow cooling, and put through blender or sieving until
smooth.

Add salt and pepper and nutmeg to taste.

(Soup at this stage can be frozen to use at a later date if
desired.)

Return to the stove and add a 300ml punnet of pouring
cream, and reheat. Do not allow to boil. Serve with a
swirl of thickened or sour cream and garnish with

parsley or chives
Serves 6 - 8
Jennifer Homewood
BEETROOT SOUP -

1 bunch beetroot, 1 small onion, and 1-cup cream.
Garlic to taste, salt & pepper & chopped chives.

Remove beet greens and plunge beetroot into boiling
water, which has been salted.

Add peeled onions and cook until both very tender. Peel
beetroot and whirl the two in the blender. Combine with
cream, season and chives.

Should be served icy cold. Just before serving, swirl in
some spare cream on top of the soup and sprinkle with
chopped chives.

Anne Green
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CAULIFLOWER SOUP -

2 large onions

1 large cauliflower

Water

Stock powder (chicken or beef)

Lightly saut¢ sliced onion in large saucepan.

Add cut up cauliflower, water (don't completely cover
cauliflower) and stock.

Simmer until cauliflower is just cooked.

Blend or mash.

Tricia Henderson

SWEET CORN AND
BACON CHOWDER -

6 rashers of bacon, with fat trimmed and diced.
1 - 2 onions

Garlic & thyme

2 potatoes

2 large sticks celery

3 cups chicken stock (or 2 large chicken cubes)
1 can cream corn

1 can sweet corn

Worcestershire sauce

12 cup sour cream

Fry bacon, garlic and onion in large soup pot.

Add celery, thyme and potatoes then chicken stock.
Simmer for 15 minutes until potatoes soft.

Then add corn sauce, and lastly before serving cream.
Antheq Green
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CREAM OF BROCCOLI SOUP

1 tabs oil

11-2 garlic cloves

500ml water

100ml cream

a little soft/grated cheese (eg camembert)
1 medium onion

1 large broceoli

3 chicken stock cubes

Finely slice onion and smash garlic. Put in a 2 litre
saucepan with oil, and gently sauté for approximately 5
minutes. Roughly chop broccoli florets and stems and add to
pot. Sauté gently for a further 5 - 10 minutes. Pour over
water, stock cubes and season with salt and pepper. Simmer
for 25 minutes or until broccoli is tender. Take off the stove
and cool then blend in food processor. Place in a clean
saucepan, add cream and soft cheese and extra water if
required. Reheat but do not allow to boil. Serves 4.

Rosemary Homewood
CURRIED NUTS -

500 g nuts, mixed peanuts and whatever other variety.
2 tabs vegetable oil

2 tabs heaped curry powder

2 teas soy sauce

1 teas Worcestershire sauce

1 teas garlic powder salt

Place the nuts in a shallow pan. Mix the oil and spices together and pour
over the nuts. Stir well with wooden spoon. Bake in moderate over for
15 — 20 minutes stirring frequently or sauté in frying pan. Do not burn
but nuts should be a light colour. Drain on paper towel.

Anne Green
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CURRIED EGG DIP

250 g cream cheese
1/3 cup mayonnaise
1 cup cream

30g butter

1 small onion

3 rashers bacon

2 teas curry powder
1 teas mustard

1 teas paprika

3 hard boiled eggs, cooled
salt & pepper

Beat cream cheese until soft. Gradually add in
mayonnaise

Beat cream in a bowl until soft peaks form, stir into
cream cheese mixture.

Melt butter in a pan; add finely chopped onion and
bacon, curry powder mustard & paprika. Cool when cooked.
Add to cream cheese and mix well.

Chop eggs & add to cream cheese. Add salt & pepper.
Refrigerate before serving.

Julie Bischof

BIUE CHEESE BALL -

1 cup blue cheese crumbled

2 spring onions snipped tops and all

1 tabs finely chopped celery

4ozs Philly cream cheese

Chopped walnuts
Combine blue cheese, celery, spring onions and cream cheese. Mix
well. Chill mixture and shape into a ball. Wrap in foil or greaseproof
paper — refrigerate. Just before serving unwrap and roll in finely
chopped walnuts.

J Chalk
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CHEESY TOASTS -

Butter six slices of bread on both sides, cut into fingers
and arrange on a biscuit tray.

Grate some tasty cheese and sprinkle over the bread.
Sprinkle salt and pepper and chives. Bake in a slow oven

until the toast is brown and crispy. Serve with soup or with a
cream dip.

Jennifer Homewood

WARM CORN AND CHIVES DIP

Place 300g of sour cream, a small jar (250g) of corn
relish,

1/ cup of tasty grated cheese and a few drops of Tabasco
sauce in a saucepan and warm gently and stir until all
ingredients and blended well. Do not boil. Serve with corn
chips.

Jennifer Homewood
CAPSICUM RELISH

1 1b capsicums (no seeds)

& large or 3 small cooking apples (unpeeled no seeds)
3 Ibs sugar

1 bottle vinegar
1 teas salt
Boil until thickens, & then put through a blender.

Dorothy Green
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MAIN MFEALS -

Warra C.W.A. Hall
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